[Nanism with high values of GH and no generation of somatomedin after hGH (Laron's syndrome). Clinico-biochemical study of 8 cases].
Eight familial cases with Laron type dwarfism (LTD) are presented. An autosomic recessive transmission seems to be possible with clear predominance in females (6/2). This syndrome first described in Jewish people is probably frequent in our country, with clear historic Jewish antecedents in some of our cases. Some features like prenatal growth deficiency, disproportion between face and calvarium and high levels of inmunoreactive GH distinguish clearly LTD from isolated GH-deficiency. The incapability of hGH to increase low somatomedin activity confirms diagnosis. Moreover low or null nitrogen retention after hGH excludes an inactive GH as a cause of dwarfism.